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The defection of the Ottoman fleet infuriated Palmerston
more than anything, for it showed the trend of Turkish public
opinion. That the whole fleet should betray the cause of the
Sultan and declare itself in favour of Mohammed AH galled
Palmerston beyond measure. He therefore communicated
with the French Government for the purpose of undertaking
direct action to wrest the fleet from the hands of Mohammed
Ali. The French replied that an act of hostility against
Mohammed Ali would not facilitate the plan proposed by
England and France in concert.1

The refusal of France to join England in coercing Moham-
med Ali was the first inkling of the misunderstanding that
nearly brought the two governments to war at this time.
Mohammed Ali was regarded by France as her natural ally,
and she thought it her moral duty to protect him and secure
the best terms for him. But, in spite of her political feelings,
France was bound to unite with England in order to isolate
Russia. She therefore proposed the publication of a collective
note signed by all the Powers, in which it was stated that while
giving full approbation to the conciliatory sentiments of the
Porte, they would insist upon nothing being done precipi-
tately, and would interdict all treaties with the Viceroy except
those made through the intervention and the concurrence of
the Forte's allies, whose co-operation would undoubtedly pro-
vide the best means of securing terms, better guaranteed and
less disadvantageous.2

This invitation, especially coming from France, was highly
satisfactory to both England and Austria, who thought it high
time that the Concert of Europe should do something not only
to restrain Russia, but also to check the exorbitant demands
of Mohammed Ali, who through his influence in Constantin-
ople was on the point of securing very advantageous terms for
himself.

It was believed that a deputation from the Porte was about
to proceed to Alexandria and offer Mohammed Ali the heredi-
tary possession of Egypt and a part of Syria, if not the whole of
it. On 28 July 1839, just before the departure of the Turkish
envoy to Egypt, the five ambassadors representing the Great
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